
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Jfema Jllf ma from % &rfjmil of Sourattnn of 
% 3Ittitn>rBtfoj of OHytntgn 



THE NEW YORK SURVEY 

For some years there has been considerable dissatisfaction 
with the organization and administration of rural education in 
New York state. This dissatisfaction has been voiced by the 
State Department of Education; and this Department has in many 
ways sought, through legislation and otherwise, to ameliorate the 
situation. 

In even louder tones the dissatisfaction has been voiced by the 
farmers' organizations of the state. They are not entirely agreed 
as to the nature of the undesirable conditions, nor as to the remedy; 
but there is no doubt in their minds that something needs to be 
done. Professional organizations also agree that fundamental 
changes and improvements in rural-school organization and 
administration are needed. 

As a result of this agitation, a committee of twenty-one, repre- 
senting farm organizations and women's organizations, began to 
urge a year ago that a survey be made of villages and rural districts. 
The committee finally secured the necessary funds for a state- 
wide survey and organized an executive committee consisting of 
representatives of Cornell University and the State Department 
of Education. This committee has in turn employed a staff of 
educators who are at present making the survey. 

In distributing the labor of the survey, it was considered advis- 
able to give the study of administrative organization and procedure 
to investigators who had not committed themselves to any plan 
of administrative organization for rural education, who were not 
so close to the immediate situation as to cause presumption of special 
interest of any kind, and who also were familiar with state-school 
organizations and rural-school problems. 

The Department of Education of the University of Chicago 
was able to comply with these conditions. Director Judd was 
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therefore chosen to direct the labors of investigating the adminis- 
trative organization and procedure. He has been in Albany fre- 
quently during the Spring Quarter for purposes of consultation 
and organization of this division of the survey. He also plans to 
spend the month of September in New York. 

The work breaks itself up into a number of lines of investiga- 
tion, and these Director Judd has distributed to certain Faculty 
members and Fellows of the Department of Education and to 
certain members of the faculty of the School of Agricultural Educa- 
tion at Cornell; to Superintendent Morrison, of the Laboratory 
Schools, the state inspection system; to Mr. T. D. Brooks, Fellow 
in the Department of Education, the problems of the supervisory 
unit and the office of district superintendent; to Mr. T. H. Shelby, 
another Fellow in the Department, the local district unit and the 
work of the local trustees and the local boards of education; to 
Professor G. A. Works, of Cornell, the consolidation of schools; 
to Mr. Kruz, Mr. Ferris, and Mr. Eaton, respectively, the regents' 
examinations, the high schools, and vocational education; and to 
Professor Bobbitt, the general organization of the state adminis- 
trative system as it relates to rural education, the distribution of 
responsibilities and functions, and the interrelations and co- 
ordinations. Professor Bobbitt spent the Winter Quarter in 
Albany and in visiting the various school districts throughout the 
state. 

Four methods, in the main, are employed in the accumulation 
of the necessary data : (i) examination of the records, reports, and 
correspondence on file in the state education building at Albany; 
(2) correspondence and supplementary reports for securing facts 
needed but not on file at the state department; (3) direct observa- 
tion of rural schools and conditions in representative areas dis- 
tributed over the state; (4) conferences with individuals, both lay 
and professional, who are interested in, and informed concerning, 
the rural-school situation. Most of the work on the records has 
been completed. Some of the field conferences have been held. 
The major portion of the field work will be accomplished during 
the pleasant-weather months of late spring and early autumn. 



